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PSALM XXxXili, v. 10, 11. 


THE LORD BRINGETH THE COUNSEL OF THE 
HEATHEN TO NOUGHT; HE MAKETH THE DE- 
VICES OF THE PEOPLE OF NONE EFFECT. THE 
COUNSEL OF THE LORD STANDETH FOR EVER; 


THE THOUGHTS OF HIS HEART TO ALL GE- 
NERATIONS, 


Tursk verses make part of a Psalm, the 
subject of which is praise and thanksgiving 
to God for his perfections; for his power 
and wisdom in the creation of the world, 
for the moral government he exercises over 
it, for his knowledge of all the designs of 
men and the controul by which he directs 
them to his own purposes, and for his spe- 
cial favor to the Jewish nation, the Country 


of the Royal Author, and as such the object 
of his affection. 


B | 1 
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I will follow these sentiments as expressed 
in the Psalm itself, and particularly those 
conveyed in the words of tlie text of the 
subserviency of human counsels to the di- 
vine, which are immutable and irresistible ; 
and then apply them to the circumstances 
of our own Country, to the recent events 
by which it has been affected, and to the 
occasion of this day's solemnity. 

* 'The righteous, the true worshippers of 
God, are called on to rejoice and to praise 
him for his truth, his justice, and his bene- 
ficence to man. * The word of the Lord is 
right; and all his works are done in truth. 
He loveth righteousness and judgment; the 
earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.“ 

+ The divine power is then celebrated for 
the creation of the world. © By the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made; and 
all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth. He gathereth the waters of the 
sea together, as an heap; and layeth up 
the deep in storehouses. Let all the earth 
fear him; let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of him. For he spake, 


and 


. ws 


E 
and it was done; he commanded, and it 
was established. Nothing can convey to 
the mind of man a higher notion of 
Divine Power, than the slightest contem- 
plation of the Natural World. The Being, 
who could form the wonderful structure of 
the Universe, who could give its immense 
parts their motion and directions, and 
continue them through ages with a regu- 
larity unknown to the works of inferior 
artists, must appear to us Almighty. Such 
he appeared, and such was he represented, 
to the Jews of old, whose view of these 


his works was confined when compared to 


our's; for our view has been extended by 
the experience, observation, and sagacity 
of the ablest of mankind through a course 
of ages; and, the more it has been extended, 
displays more clearly the power and wisdom 
of the Artificer. | . 

It is impossible not to admire the strain 
of sublime simplicity in which these opera- 
tions of the Creator are here expressed: 
The heavens were made by his word; all 
the host of them, (the stars,) by the breath 


of 


| (T3 
of his mouth. He spake, and it was done; 
he commanded, and it was established.“ All 
Nature, at her formation and arrangement, 
instantly obeyed the mandate of the Divine 
Will. With what reverence then should 
Man, the feeble, the short-lived inhabitant 
of this earth, look up to his Creator and 
Sovereign! . 
* The Lord bringeth the counsel of the 
nations to nought ; he maketh the designs 
of the people of none effect; and (as. 1s 
added in some versions) annulleth the 
counsels of princes. But the counsel of 
the Lord abideth for ever, and the purposes 
of his heart, (the designs he hath conceived,) 
from generation to generation. —The plan 
of Divine Providence in the government of 
the world proceeds without interruption or 
impediment - from the vain opposition of 
human powers ; which, however apparently 
great, by whatever motives they may be 
impelled, however humanly speaking they 
may seem sure of success, act only as 
instruments of the will, and accomplish the 
purposes of God. The ambition of Princes 


or 
nn 
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or of Nations, the exertions and force of 
contending Countries, the profound schemes 
of wise or wicked policy, though originating 
from the different views and passions of 
men, and all designed to answer some pur- 
pose of their own, in which they are con- 
tinually defeated and disappointed, are, 
in fact, the means which God employs to 
execute his judgments in the earth, and to 
produce effects conformable to his inten- 
tion; of which the actors themselves, who 
make such a figure on the theatre of the 
world, are themselves not conscious. For 
when a conqueror is let loose on the earth 
by God, and made the scourge of unhappy 
nations, it is not that he thinks of executing 
the divine commands; * © he meaneth not 
so, neither doth his heart think so; it is 
only in his heart to take the spoil and the 
prey, to cut off and to destroy. | 

+< Blessed is the nation, whose God is the 
Lord, the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance.” The Jews were in- 


* Is. x, 6, 7, See the whole passage, v. —79. 
TV. 14. 


deed 


132 


deed impressed with a peculiar confidence 
in God for the protection of their Country, 
by considering themselves as separated by 


him from the rest of the world, and being 


his peculiar people; as being nationally 
the only worshippers of the One invisible 
Deity. But this distinction has been done 
away by Christianity. If we will but do 
justice to our profession, if we will endea- 
vour to be worthy disciples of our Lord, 
and to obey the laws of his religion, to 
which that of the Jews was only subordi- 
nate and introductory, we have no reason to 
envy them their pretensions to the divine 


favor, or not to look up to heaven with 


equal confidence for protection under any 
trying circumstances in which our Country 
may be involved. In public indeed as well 
as private affairs prosperity and success do 
not always seem to correspond with the 
comparative merits of the parties con- 
cerned; it is plain, that the Divine Justice 


is not completely administered in the present 


world, either with respect to individuals 
or societies; but certainly the most likely 
| way 


CMS. 
way for either to obtain the favor of God 
is in some measure to deserve it. It is true, 
that individuals bid fairest to be prosperous 
and happy, even in this world, by being 
virtuous and religious; and it is still more 
true of nations, whose situation appears 
more to depend on their public, than that 
of an individual does on his private virtue. 

*The Lord looketh from heaven; He 
beholdeth all the sons of men; From the 
place of his habitation he regardeth all the 
inhabitants of the earth. He fashioneth 
their hearts alike, he observeth all their 


Ways. No King is saved by the multitude 


of an host; nor shall the mighty be deli- 
vered by much strength.—Behold, the eye 
of the Lord is upon them who fear him, 
who put their trust in his mercy.” We 
have here a most elegant representation of 
the universal presence and universal know- 
lege of God, of his influence on the minds, 
and his controul over the affairs of men. 
He looks down on them from his heavenly 
abode; he knows and considers all their 
motions and actions; he makes them all 


* V. 13—16, 18. 
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comply with his supreme will, and concur 
in effecting his wise purposes. So that 
without his co-operation human means 
prove fallacious and inefficient. In the 
great events of the world, on which the 
fate of whole Countries, of great part per- 
haps of the human race, depends, apparent 
superiority of force is not always successful. 
Numerous armies and powerful resources 
do not always answer the expectations 
encouraged, and the plans formed on them; 
events take a different turn from that, which 
probability and experience would lead us to 
expect; they are over- ruled by the unseen 
hand of Providence; and are decided by 
circumstances, which to us perhaps appear 
accidental, but which really are the means 
employed by God to accomplish his pur- 
poses. In all cases, where either nations or 
individuals are concerned, the best security, 


added to our own exertions, 1s a confidence 


in God, arising from our endeavours in 
Some degree to deserve his favor by a sense 
of our dependence on him and by obe- 
dience to his laws. I say, when added to 


our 


a E 

Gur: otun exertions; for he does not work 

miracles for those, who are wanting to 

themselves, and do not ' employ the means 

for obtaining their ends, which the order 

of things established by him in this world 

requires, and with which he has furnished 
| them. He will not feed | Individuals, who 
do not use industry to procure their sub- 

sistence; neither will he protect Nations, 

who do not exert their own courage and 

abilities for their defence. But doing this, 

such Nations may most reasonably hope for 

his favor, who in their general conduct en- 

deavour to deserve it. In the poetical lan- 


— 
Vs, $56 or oo er nur Eee; „ 


guage of the Psalm, © the eye of the Lord | 
is upon them, who fear him, and put their | 
trust in his mercy.” | 
This Country has now for some years ; 


been engaged in a War, and with an Enemy, 

of a. peculiar kind. The object of other: 
Wars, which rival Nations have carried on | 
against us, has been to take from us some 
of our distant possessions; to ruin or f 
diminish our Commerce, to which we owe 
great part of our wealth and of our power; 
| | 1 to 


( 12 ) 
to lessen in short our political weight and 
influence. But it is not only these external 
acquisitions, which are now attacked, and 
of which our enemies would deprive us. 
The objects of their present hostility are, 
our Political Existence as a nation; our 
excellent form of Government, which used 
to be the admiration and envy of the na- 
tions around us, and in the preservation of 
which the security both of our persons and 
property is involved; the whole order of 
our Civil Society; and our Religion; not 
only that form of Christianity established 
here by the laws, but the Christian Religion 
itself; I should indeed rather say, all Reli- 
gion generally. They have endeavoured to 
deprive the more worthy part of mankind 
of the comfort they derive from believing 
themselves under the government of a good 
and just God, both in this and a future life; 
and to release the profligate and unprincipled 
from the remorse of conscience and the fear 
of punishment. | 
The Revolution, that has given occasion 
to the arduous contest in which we are en- 
gaged, has produced in the Country where 
it 


62 9 


it originated a series of crimes, miseries, and 


huorrors, of which History hardly affords 


example; and these dreadful -effects have 
not been confined to that Country alone. 
'The evil has, like a torrent, overflowed its 
banks, and spread itself over the adjacent 
Countries; where it has swept away ancient 


forms of Government, established distinc- 


tions of Rank, legal boundaries of Pro- 
perty, and venerated modes of Religion. 
We of this nation, of all those who have 
been assailed by this impetuous stream, have 
alone effectually resisted its violence. We 
have maintained amidst the neighbouring 


nations the honorable post of supporting 


the true Rights of mankind, those which 
result from good Government, from Laws 
well administered, from Property well pro- 
tected, and Moral Duties enforced by Reli- 
gion; we have maintained this post, and 
still maintain it with success. Our enemies 
have not been able to drive us from it by 
force, nor induce us to desert it by the 
covert, but not less dangerous, attacks of 
seduction and treachery. Hence then that 
violent animosity conceived against us. 


We 


. 
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We have set an example to the world 
alarming to the interests of French Anarchy 
and French Impiety; we oppose a pow 
_ erful obstacle to their arrogant and gigantic 
designs; we have erected a standard to 
which other injured nations may resort, 
and reassert the WO of Religion and 
Government. | Te ye 

In the course of this severe contest, in 
which we are defending all that is dear and 
valuable to man, we have had many occa- 
sions of expressing our affection and. grati- 
tude to those of our brave Countrymen, 
who have fought our battles with courage 
and success; and of offering praises and 
thanksgivings to God, under whose protec- 
tion they have conferred such benefits on 
their Country. On no occasion however 
have affection and gratitude been more due 
to our gallant Officers and Men, on none 
praises and thanksgivings more due to God, 
than o on that event,“ to which the solemnity 


* The late 3 Victory obtained by his Majesty's 


Fleet under the command of Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson 
of the Nile. 


of 


8 ( 15 ) | 
of this day is principally directed; an event, 
in which the most consummate skill and de- 
termined valor were equally conspicuous, and 
the consequences of which, not only to this 
Country, but to the World at large, promise 
to be most important. And the first trans- 
ports of joy, which this unparalleled success 
diffused through the Nation, had hardly 
time to subside, when they were renewed 
by successes “ nearer home; not indeed of 
that very brilliant and extraordinary kind, 
by which the other was distinguished, but 
effected by great activity and courage, and 
I had almost said as valuable to us, by re- 
pelling a blow aimed at a more vital part. 
For the fortunes of a neighbouring Island 
are most intimately connected with our 
own; it is hardly too much to say, that we 
must stand or fall together. The attempts 
however of our enemies to invade and 
conquer it, have been defeated by the 
goodness of God and the gallantry of our 


* The defeat and capture of the greater part of the 


French Fleet, under Sir John Borlase Warren, on the 
Coast of Ireland, 


Countrymen, 


16) = 
| Countrymen, and have ended on their part 
in disappointment and loss. 

It is not only on such occasions as che 
present, that we of these kingdoms owe all 
the gratitude we can express to Almighty 
God; but we owe it to him continually 
for being a favored and a happy nation 
above all others. Signal victories, and great 
SUCCESSES. can occur only rarely; but the 
principles of our mild and free Government 
operate with continual- and uninterrupted 
influence. By them are we protected in 
our persons, and possess our property in 
security. Under them has Industry flou- 
rished, Commerce been extended, National 
Wealth and Power increased. From them 
have been derived, during a century past, 
Publie Prosperity and Private Comfort in a 
larger proportion than other nations hardly 
ever have enjoyed. Such has been the 
happy combination. of Regal Power and 
Popular Liberty in our excellent Constitu- 
tion, which retains the advantages, exclu- 
ding as much as possible the inconyeniences 
of each. Add to this, that we have a 

1 | National. 


6 
National Religion, by means of which the 
Duties of Man, both to God and his Bre- 
thren, are taught in purity and enforced 
with earnestness. On the performance 'of 
these duties will always depend the peace 
and welfare of Society, which no human 
Laws unasisted by religious — can 


effectually secure. FN 


Is it not then worth all our efforts to 


preserve these Blessings unimpaired ? 10 


maintain our excellent form of Government 
(I do not call it perfect, for what human in- 
stitution can be called perfect ?) against both 
foreign and domestic enemies? To support 
our Religion, that we may not lose our 
sense of duty, or be deprived of our confi- 
dence in God? In so doing, under the 
present state of things, consists the Love of 


our Country; a genuine and virtuous Love, 


not founded on a narrow party spirit, but 
on a regard for her true interest and general 
happiness. And considering the cause in 
which we are engaged, that we are not 
carrying on a war of ambition and injustice, 
but in defence of our dearest and most valu- 
able rights, may we not IEP hope 

(if 


if 
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(if we are but faithful to omriglves)! 6 for the 
favor and protection of Almighty God; 
who bringeth the counsels of Nations to 
nought, and maketh the designs of great 
Countries of none effect; whose counsel 
alone abideth for ever, and ys nnn to 
all generations. il 1 
But, in order to obtain this: en Wes 
must endeavour in some measure to deserve 
it by gratitude to him for the blessings 
bestowed on us, and by expressing it (the 
only way in which it can be expressed with) 
effect) in good and virtuous conduct. We. 
must however also use the human means 
of defence and security, such as God has 
graciously afforded us, and put into our 
hands for the best of purposes, the safety 
and independence of our Country. We 
should therefore obey the Laws, of Which 
the Constitution we are defending is com- 
posed ; and treat with due reverence: the 
Magistrates by whom in all their. branches 
they are administered, our revered and 
beloved Sovereign especially, the supreme 
and exemplary Magistrate of the realm. 
We should also submit with chearful ness 


to 


( 19. ) 

to the burthens, which the public necessities 
impose on us; and consider, that the War, 
* by: which they are occasioned, is not (nor 
ever was) with us a matter of choice; that 
it threatens us with the loss of all our pro- 
perty, to prevent which we should in com- 
mon prudence be ready to sacrifice a part. 

If we regret the sacrifices we are obliged to 
make, we should look at the alternative ; ; 
and see, if they were not made, what 
would be our condition. We should view 
with impartiality and candor those who 
conduct the public business of the Nation, 
allowing them their merit in the great and 
successful exertions they make for the 
common welfare, and reflecting on the 
difficulties they have to encounter from the- 

passions of domestic Opponents, and the 
internal embarrassments inseparable from 
war, as well as from the power aud activity 
of foreign Enemies. We should applaud 
also and encourage that spirit, which per- 

vades the Nation, and calling forth her Sons 
of all ranks from their ahbitual and pacific 
Professions and employments, arms them 
D for 


” $2: A avviiriey wa! Ab tel | 
_ ſtar with peculiar gratitade those 3 
= 5 gallant Defenders of our Country, he 155 
1 endure the hardships and brave the dangers | $ 
of War in her Fleets and Armies. S6ruly+. 
indeed is the Nation sensible of this, that": : 
nothing can exceed the promptitude #60 _ 
| liberality, with which she flies to ths "ey 
af those, who suffer for her sake. ; 
By acting thus we may 3 
under the favor of Divine Providence, to 
defeat the designs of an unprineipled and 
implacable Foe, and to terminate a dreadful y 
contest with honor. and success. N 
„et us pray then, — bur che 
welfare of our Country; may they prosper, 
who love thee! Peace be within thy walls, 
Plenteousness within thy palaces! For the 
sake of our Brethren and Friends we will 1 
wish these prosperity ; yea for the sake of 
"the House of the Lord our God we in 


nene n 8 ne 240 
e 

* a | + #* * 
© v2 er e 6 Man a et a 30 


* 
: : : f * 8 
* 6 7 * * 6 * 6 z 
ws # g * — - mY 9 11 * ND = P 
f 9 © © +» # L F © Sv - . : - — * + # . 5+ — 
ö - * 6 " — 93 
- 


8 . _ ; I , ” n 0 8 * 
Gen. SJ | = | . f | * G 
1 8 * 1 ; 1 


* 


